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This year the fair proved strong despite 
fears to the contrary, Nyree Barrett takes 
a look at how some of the millions 
changed hands
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�‘A MOMENT DEFINED BY A POINT  
AND A LINE’, 30CM X 42CM X 20CM, 
MIXED MEDIA, BY JAMES CLAR 
Traffic Gallery, Dubai  
Dhs22,400 per piece. All three were 
bought by one regional collector.   
Young, locally-based artist James Clar  
was one of the most talked about at the  
fair, a great boost for the UAE scene.  
Here he’s represented three assassinations 
by demonstrating the exact angle of the 
trajectory of each of the bullets that killed 
Malcom X, King Faisal and Amadou Diallo 
with light intersecting clear acrylic.

Art Dubai

What the regional collectors were buying… 

��‘BUG WAR OVER TWO BLUE 
MOUNTAIN’, 230CM X 460CM,  
ACRYLIC ON CANVAS, BY KATE ERIC
Frey Norris Gallery, San Francisco
Sold for Dhs128,500
This was one of our most anticipated 
works – and it lived up to expectation.  
Like an underwater battle scene, the piece 
is magical, yet at times richly grotesque.  
It sold to a prominent local family and 
we’re surprised the sizeable piece  
wasn’t pricier. All of the husband and 
wife team’s smaller pieces also sold. 
We’re picking Kate Eric as artists with key 
investment potential. 

��‘AFTER 
YOU WE 
BETRAYED 
EACH 
OTHER, 
FLAG #38’, 
180CM X  
120CM, 
TEXTILES/
MIXED 
MEDIA,  
BY SARA 
RAHBAR
Carbon 12, 
Dubai
Sold for 
Dhs103,000

This was censored at the start of the fair, 
and then became the talk of the town, 
proving that censorship creates hype.  
The Iranian artist’s work was snapped up 
by a prominent regional collector.

‘THE GRAIN – BLUE’, 160CM X 160CM,��

MIXED MEDIA ON WOOD, BY DUCK- 
YONG KIM 
Lee Hawk Gallery, Seoul
Sold for Dhs128,500
This work sold quickly, and for a heftier 
price than the artist’s prior pieces went 
at Christie’s last year. Showing a girl in 
traditional Korean dress, the work is 
painted onto wood, with mother of pearl 
making up her dress. Turning a corner at 
the art fair, we overheard a man in harem 
pants lamenting that the work was not 
‘challenging’ enough, but sometimes we 
crave work that is just beautiful.

��‘PALESTINAUTS’, PLASTIC 
SCULPTURE, BY LARISSA SANSOUR
La B.A.N.K, Paris
25 editions sold for Dhs1,500 each

The most 
affordable 
works in 
the fair, 
these mini 
sculptures, 
‘the first 
Palestinians 
on the moon’, 
were a good 
start for the 
first time 
collector, and 
they sold like 
hot cakes. 
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What Dhs5.5 million can buy you… 
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