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Packard Jennings (Conceptual) 
Jennings is perhaps best known as an effective propagator of the "shop drop," the
term for subversive additions to store inventories (basically, the opposite of
shoplifting). As shown in videos posted on his detailed Web site, Jennings' M.O. is
to discreetly bring in his satirical objects--like his distinctly uncommercial
anarchist and Mussolini action figures--which he puts on the shelves of big box
chain stores. Clerks, when trying to ring up the rogue items, were often hilariously
stymied.
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stymied.

Andrew Schoultz  (Painting) 
Schoultz makes large, swirling paintings depicting elements of environmental and
manmade chaos that are more suggestive than explicit. In his words, they are
"nondefinite narratives." In his sprawling pieces, "the viewer isn't pressured to
draw just one conclusion."

Mary Van Note  (Performing Arts/Comedy)
How blue can Van Note be? Well, on her Web site, she proudly provides a link to a
short essay she had published in Clean Sheets Erotica magazine, titled "How to
Give Head in the Men's Bathroom of the Church You Were Baptized, Given First
Communion, and Confirmed in." Van Note is passionate about comedy being
received as an art -- "I go through all the trials and tribulations of being an artist,"
she says, unironically. For her IFC.com series -- a 10-episode show starring Van
Note and often featuring her S.F. comedic pals Brent Weinbach and Moshe Kasher
-- she achieved a measure of local notoriety for her single-minded focus on our
fair Mayor, Gavin Newsom.

Gavin Worth  (Sculpture)
Ideas can come from the most banal surroundings, like a hardware store. That's
where visual artist, designer, and sculptor Gavin Worth got the notion to make
work from bendable wire. The result is immediately captivating: expressive, stark
bits of metal that show two intertwined hands or a woman's naked back. Some,
like his three-part "Sadness" series, use a spray-painted background to enhance
the color palette of the work.

Misako Inaoka  (Installation)
Inako's keen eye for the subtle absurdities of urban attempts at nature has led her
to create a unique body of work. In "Urban Habitat Re-Creation" at YBCA in
2008, she installed dry moss on the ceiling and Astroturf on the floor of a narrow,
sloped corridor. Recorded bird noises engulfed the space. Visitors had to crawl
into the space to peer up to small windows that contained such things as floating
plants and a mirror. It was a memorable exhibit.

Phillip Hua  (Painting/Installation)
At San Francisco's Academy of Art, Hua dabbled in many forms, taking painting
and drawing classes. He got the most inspiration, though, from a job at a frame
store. "I was working so much with the degradation of materials," he says. "I got
the idea that if people spent nearly as much time on the environment as they did
preserving their work, the world would be a different place." From that insight on
the nature of time-sensitive materials, Hua began playing around with
newspapers. He started a series of trees painted on Wall Street Journal pages that
used the yellowing surface to great effect.

Kate Mitchell  (Fashion/Design)
Mitchell designs clothing around movement for her dance troupe, Kate Mitchell
and Dancers, which she founded in 2003, and takes inspiration from as varied
sources as the painter Wassily Kandinsky, fashion designer Christian Lacroix, and
filmmakers Julie Taymor and Pedro Almod—var. "I just happen to be one of those
people with a split artistic personality," she says, laughing.

Dennis Ruel  (Film)
Many independent filmmakers restrict themselves to traditionally low-budget fare
-- moody failed relationship pieces, absurdist ironic plotlines, or lots of talking
about esoteric bands. But Dennis Ruel, 30, makes and stars in films that showcase
action. Unsurprisingly, Ruel grew up watching martial arts movies, although it
wasn't until he was 14 that he actually began taking martial arts classes. "It came
very naturally, to want to do it all the time," he says. In his film shorts, Ruel shows
off both his quick moves and his acting chops, although, perhaps most
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off both his quick moves and his acting chops, although, perhaps most
impressively for low-budget cinema, he manages to make the action believably
intense.

RAWDance  (Performing Arts - Dance)
RAWDance gets props for edgy, sexy inventive fare designed to speak to audiences
who would rather snort glass than call themselves "dance people," but who
actually might like modern dance. One of the main components of making its
work more accessible is the group's choice of locales. Take RAWDance's 2009
work, "The Beauty Project," which took place in the most unlikely of locations to
see avant-dance performance: the mall.

Hagler's "Golgotha."

!

Joshua Hagler  (Painting)
While it would be inaccurate to say that painter and multimedia artist Joshua
Hagler, 30, is a religious man, he is deeply fascinated by religious men, and faith
in general. Hagler became fascinated by the universal qualities of world religions,
how each seemed to find different answers to the same basic questions. He
doesn't shy away from the grotesqueries found in many religious tracts. Take, for
example, his "72 Virgins to Die For" show at Frey Norris in early 2009, which
contained a vividly lurid set of paintings with an installation project. All the work
played on virginity's multiple religious meanings, from the literal Islamic promise
of 72 virgins in heaven to references to Mormonism.

Lucy Puls  (Installation)
Installation artist Lucy Puls, 54, has long been interested in the detritus of
American culture. In the '90s, she began visiting thrift stores, looking for
materials. "It was very striking how everyone throws away the same thing at the
same time," she says. From there, Puls, who teaches sculpture at UC Davis,
decided to add another constraint to her acquisitions: They had to be things found
for free, usually what people would put out on the corners in her neighborhood. As
many Bay Area residents know, there's an active free market exchange happening
on the sidewalks and stairwells of homes and apartment buildings. Puls has had
no trouble gathering objects.

Artist profiles written by Reyhan Harmanci.
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